Pottstown Pennsylvania

small town big dreams

Civic group wins grant to protect school

Rupert Elementary School
declared eligible for National
Register of Historic Places

Preseevation Porrsaown has received
a $6,000 grant from the Chineil
Fusnelation 1 encouesge the preerva-
taan of Rupert Elementary 5o
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In 1997, when
the Poctszown
School Diwrict
considered demal
ishisg the build-
ing, Preservation Pottscown gathered
e than SO0 sagnatsires foe 4 pesi-
tion to the Passtowm School Board 10
wave the schoal

“Now the Rupert
School is under
threat of demoli-
tion once again.
We need to save
the school.”

10 the Pocoeown School Boand, D
Stcnsher doclared Hhat Ruspers was wor-
by of presery
“Now the
theear of demalinion once
Gotpe Wannock. priside
Preservation Poewtorn, “We inwend 10
do everyhig posible, working wid the
citizens of Poctsionm, 1w snve the school ™
Waninnack wid the rocent o
tion and expan
sion of the
Potsseown Middle

march the qualicy
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five clenentary schools. Some school
baand members and sdminfrator have
sgggrsted Rupert may need to be
mrpliced The passbility of abandoning

acsghbolicd

for Poersomm,” Wi

unanimausly 10 usge the school disricy
w0 ectain Rupere School as 3 viead com-
emuaniny asset.

1§ necessary, Preservation Pottstown
will aggain hiire Dy, Seenuler o
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voiced in Pomstown as well,”

The civic group muy also birc an
architect experienced in historic poeser
vari o review the cvalustion of
Pottstomrrs schools by Gilbert
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Wausnock noted thar the Poraown
Manning Commission alw vouol

5 ey i 15 detcrmite any renovathot of
new gonsructon needed at Possoown’s.
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repont

n" Wassneck
s, “We want char philwsaphy 1o be

o jiiag eme side af the isuc,”
Winnsnock said

New elementary school sought for downtown

Historic district needs neighborhood school

The Powstown School Disrict hao 3 ohce-s-
Iietime appornaniy 1o aract young middie clss
Families. bWt

The district has hired 2 Lancasser archivecysral
firm to study the distict’s five neighbarhood ele-

i

schoxal to sorve central Pottstown,
Postestomess ic homes sne locased
ct, wh

Blementary Schoal in the west end of Matrsoown.

The decnion by the school dnzrict i bus these
studenits 10 3 sch ighway and
adfacent to a public housitg project hus fad a
powerful negative impact on reidential real extane
walues in the dowr

e are fine

The t;i'ahm_s,u-n Scheal was chosed aboue
1970, and since then those students have
been bused to the Barth

at exis-
ing, schools, howeves,

Preservation Potzstewn
brelieves the disricy
sbould fir consad
er the peed
fora

Bt they cannot
walk 1o school.
Remember. this
neighbarhoesd
has among the
finess obd homes
i Portsoown

Should school
district use

conld ot be duplested todsy. This i 3 major
assct Pottstown has that the ssburdn cannoe
masch, But if Porssown cannor marker these
heatrsen oo snacifle class. Families with younye chil
dren, it canmoe we inself

Meamwhile, 1 preliminary building repost o
Fotnowsis clementary whools scveral yean ago
comcluded that many if not il the schools would
need o be expanded.

Advantages of a new school

Befiore Poctstown takes that seep, we belicve the
school disricr should considder 2 new school, A
new schoel would affer the Fallowing advintage:

* With a new school in central Porstown, near
Iy all ementary schoal children woald be able 1
walk. In addi s children in the Hissoric
. it might be possible for children south of
teet between Hanever Street and the
library vo walk 1o the new shool. rather than be
based 1 Edgewood

shi in the arm b ¢
e attractive place oo live, It would inssill mare
pide and confdcnor oswratonwn, pust as the
e baroisgh bl has done

* I the short term,  new school could be wsed
10 o soudents in the other schoals durisg the
titne they are being renovate. For cramgle, the
firsz year, it could ﬁulm Lincoldn School stadents
whike thar school was being renenased; the second
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New elementary
school sought
for downtown
Pottstown
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year it would bouse sudencs at Frankdin Schook

the thisd year, Ruspert School; an so e umtil all
the schoos are renovated. Then the new scheool

wanahd bexene 3 neigborbood shoal fur cenreal
Potpangram.

+ &y now schonol would mean v ather clomen
tary schoal im Pooswn woukd need o be
expanded. Numerous srudics have shown shar
sudems do bercer i umall schooks chas provide 2
Biesily ke smanpherr.

Location of new school

Whese would 2 rmew school be locared? These
‘are rw obwious choices:

The schoal di
tive offices to  new locatioe, either in one of the
iy vacarst baiblings o fors downicow, o ar
the foemmer Kings Duughsen Home (lame Boyer
hoves) acrom from Franklin Elemoeary Schoal
The districe miniurion buibding could then
be smmversed am clementary school.

O, the ||ulxh1 cenikd baild 3 new school on the
Ioronugh-omned prking hos 3¢ High and Evann
Streees. This loe, togeeher with the adsacent
Summit Conrt parkang loc. woald provide ample
o Bor 3 vew school snd playgroand. The bor-
ough corakd “pap” it d boresgh il pasking
o for the >umm-| Cotart Jor.

g conilil e providod om sine o at the
arby brorcusgh parking o on High Sereet uss
s of Evana Stroet,

Busking a pew clementary school on High
Soreer would bave the sdditonal benefit of show
s s imvestment ar 2 place whese the nsow
people would see it

Focusing on common goals

1f Doty is 10 sscoeesd, our elected officials
e privae civic bk st g on oo
gl sod etk sopcchr o make the sppe.
cner n--n facilitis foe our chiklren are impaor-
tarst, bust we should alir emsuse those imvessmenn
are purt of 2 larger plan 10 improve the image of

P il -y o Bl e cre g

W are proud thas Posmanwn has sessdonns of ol

|| \\nmuruh. |l|rl|( wrnte of call: Gaomc Warssock, Presiden, 1 K‘I I lidl
i

Group home or administration b

The Nosthstar Propesey Coo. has progened converting the 7,500
supaate: focn Trerse Boyer Hame, on Franklin Serce direcaly across
fram she Fraslin Elementary Schosd, into a home fur 36 disadvan
taged ik,
Prescreaion Ptz belicvns the building would beter serve the
onmmumsity a5 3 now school disrier adminierstion building.

Every commnity has a responsibiliry |--a.'<-m|||h:im= i faie shuse
o dnsctvantagod cizom. However, Pousown is slwady raking cae of
piniere el 5

al::..;!. Poetatcrwen bas just 3 pereent o Montgomery Conney's
populstioss, it enntsim:

. .so pervent of the county's publis bousin ru Famm
2 percent o ies public housing for the
Firs subwidhired Secrioe § privare Iwun wnies
region’s welfare office and cousty health cester bor o
income families,

* Several clinics for the mencally ill

. \gnup home for dissdvantaged pirls

oup home for dissdvantaged boys.
. \ lation Amay homekss shelser for a doven familics.

= Numerous other TV
The Posrarcrwn School Disrice lm
# Far mose kow isconse wudents than sny ather schoal district i
the regian. About 45 peromt of Potnsomm students ane eligible for
frew o edced pricelunch.
A skyrosckesing mumber of special education snudents, who are far
.:...r.ml, o oddacate than ather students. About 16 percent of

ies fox the poor and oubled.

Contact your school board member

Mr. Mark Lawlar,
995 Park Drive presicant
6103265965
M ey
Ls 03
610.32‘3’% 322
Ms. Lynn Tinueccl
703 ngh Street
Unlisted number

Ms. Judyth Zahora
806 N. Franklin Street
610.323,4990

325 Soith Street
610.323.8521

Mr. Richard Huss
1201 Feist Avenue
610.326.5832

Pormseawn uckenrs are enmllod in special educarion dlascs, mearly

double the percentage of 10 years ago. b conss the districs pearly wice

3;“.:.,.-1. o cucanr spocial educarion smadenes, per papil, 4 ceher sts-
5

it cous the Pocsiown School Disrice $8,500 1o educate one seu-
dens per year, Therciice, the added cont of 36 moer snudents. per year
5 850,000, This sesmmses that tunse of the nevw stisdents will e in
|pemt educarsan,

. abour ane in six Pocstown stisdenss are in special -

‘cation. which costs $15,000 per year per seudent, Thesebore,
weudents are samils to the exsting ssudent population in Porestn,
the cost woueld be $345,000 per year.

Norrhutar has the building under an sgrecment of sle for
S400.000, Preausnably, shat & the builings fir market value.
Theerelie, the cou te the dirict 10 obiain the budbdiog ot much
mucwre than the cout of mbacaing 36 ssudent fior one year,

The sehuwl distrier neecds o renovate its district administration
buuihfing, Why ret rencrvase thie Irene Boyer Home for school dissrict
une? Cemaily, e belding e of th st oo i
Imi.. wwn, sl eheee i soom on siee for parking and expansion of the
b

1f the dinrics acapires the building foe slminiurarive affices, it
would provide another major bemefis o the comumunisy,

The cxisting administration building could then be convered inta
& neighboehood elemenaary whood for people living in conral
Forstown, che bocation
boehood schoal would
families with chikiren s the

race wicdlle elas

Robert
350 N G‘!arm t

610.326.8043
obert H. Hartman Jr.
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Ms. Susan Mock
916 N. Franklin Street
610.323.9187




